What is a Certified Midwife (CM)?

· Certified Midwives (CM) are individuals who have a graduate degree from a midwifery education program accredited by the Accreditation Commission for Midwifery Education (formerly the ACNM Division of Accreditation) and National Board Certification by the American Midwifery Certification Board.
· Certified Midwives take the same national board certification examination as CNMs and receive the professional designation of Certified Midwife (CM).  Midwifery care provided by both CNMs/CMs is defined by evidence-based practices and professional standards as set by the ACNM.
· The Accreditation Commission for Midwifery Education is recognized by the United States Department of Education as a programmatic accrediting agency for certificate, post-baccalaureate, graduate degree and pre-certification programs in nurse-midwifery and midwifery.

· The mechanisms to educate and credential certified midwives (CMs) were approved in 1994. These standards were developed in order to ensure that CMs are educated in a manner that is equivalent to the CNM. Like CNMs, Certified Midwives are qualified to work in hospital, birth-center and home settings.

· A joint statement between the American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists and the American College of Nurse-Midwives recognizes both CNMs and CMs equally.

· CM/CNMs have identical midwifery education to provide primary women’s healthcare including, antepartum, intrapartum, postpartum, neonatal and non-surgically related gynecologic care, including identical graduate pharmacology education.
· In 2010, a Cochrane review found evidence-based benefits of midwife-led care, leading to a reduction in the use of regional anesthesia, fewer episiotomies and instrumental births while maintaining excellent outcomes.  A substantial and repetitive body of evidence supports the midwifery model of care as safe, effective and well accepted by patients. References available upon request. 
· Improving maternal and child care with increased access to midwifery services can decrease rising health care costs, as well as help to lower maternal and infant mortality.  Midwifery care can be part of a public health program to provide access to quality women’s health care at all levels of the health care system (primary, secondary and tertiary care).
· In 2006, CNMs & CMs attended 317,168 births.  This is 7.4 % of all US births and 10.8% of all vaginal births.  This is a 33% rise from 1996.
· Pennsylvania has seen multiple maternity care hospital unit closures.  Increased access to CM/CNM care through favorable legislation and regulation is part of an evidence-based, cost effective solution for Pennsylvania families.
