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Long- Term Car e.

AN ACT Relating to respiratory care practitioners; and anmendi ng RCW 18. 89. 020 and
18. 89. 040.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1 RCW 18.89.020 and 1997 ¢ 334 s 3 are each amended to read as follows:
Unl ess the context clearly requires otherwi se, the definitions in this section ap-
ply throughout this chapter.

(1) "Departnent"™ means the departnent of health.
(2) "Secretary" nmeans the secretary of health or the secretary's designee.

(3) "Respiratory care practitioner"” means an individual |icensed under this
chapter.

(4) ((

"Health care practitioner” neans:

(a) A physician licensed under chapter 18.71 RCW
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(b) An osteopathic physician or surgeon licensed under chapter 18.57 RCW

(c) A physician assistant |icensed under chapter 18.71A RCW

(d) An osteopathic physician assistant |icensed under chapter 18.57A RCW or
(e) An advanced regi stered nurse practitioner |icensed under chapter 18.79 RCW
Sec. 2 RCW 18.89.040 and 1999 c 84 s 1 are each anmended to read as foll ows:

(1) Arespiratory care practitioner licensed under this chapter is enployed in the
treat ment, nmanagenent, diagnostic testing, rehabilitation, and care of patients
with deficiencies and abnormalities which affect the cardi opul nonary system and
associ at ed aspects of other systens, and is under the direct order and under the
qgual i fied nmedical direction of a ((physieian )) health care practitioner. The
practice of respiratory care includes:

(a) The use and adm nistration of prescribed nedical gases, exclusive of genera
anest hesi a;

(b) The use of air and oxygen admi ni stering apparatus;
(c) The use of humidification and aerosols;

(d) The administration, to the extent of training, as determ ned by the secretary,
of prescribed pharnacol ogic agents related to respiratory care

(e) The use of nechanical ventilatory, hyperbaric, and physiol ogi cal support;
(f) Postural drainage, chest percussion, and vibration
(g) Bronchopul monary hygi ene

(h) Cardiopul nonary resuscitation as it pertains to advanced cardiac |ife support
or pediatric advanced |ife support guidelines;

(i) The mmi ntenance of natural and artificial airways and insertion, wthout cut-
ting tissues, of artificial airways, as prescribed by a (( physician)) health care
practiti oner;

(j) Diagnostic and nonitoring techniques such as the collection and neasurenent of
cardi orespiratory speci nmens, volunes, pressures, and fl ows;

(k) The insertion of devices to draw, analyze, infuse, or nobnitor pressure in ar-

terial, capillary, or venous blood as prescribed by a (( physieianr—or—an—advanced

eonr-ssten—under—chapter—18-—+79-RCGA) health care practitioner; and

(1) Diagnostic nonitoring of and therapeutic interventions for desaturation, vent-
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ilatory patterns, and related sleep abnormalities to aid the

( (physieian)) healtth care practittitoner: i n di agnosis. This subsection does not pro-
hi bit any person from performng sleep nonitoring tasks as set forth in this sub-
section under the supervision or direction of a licensed health care provider

(2) Nothing in this chapter prohibits or restricts:

(a) The practice of a profession by individuals who are |icensed under other |aws
of this state who are perfornming services within their authorized scope of prac-
tice, that may overlap the services provided by respiratory care practitioners;

(b) The practice of respiratory care by an individual enployed by the governnent
of the United States while the individual is engaged in the performance of duties
prescribed for himor her by the laws and rules of the United States;

(c) The practice of respiratory care by a person pursuing a supervised course of
study leading to a degree or certificate in respiratory care as a part of an ac-
credited and approved educational program if the person is designated by atitle
that clearly indicates his or her status as a student or trainee and linmted to
the extent of denonstrated proficiency of conpleted curriculum and under direct
super vi si on;

(d) The use of the title "respiratory care practitioner"” by registered nurses au-
thorized under chapter 18.79 RCW or

(e) The practice w thout conpensation of respiratory care of a famly nmenber.

Not hing in this chapter shall be construed to require that individual or group
policies or contracts of an insurance carrier, health care service contractor, or
heal t h mai nt enance organi zati on provi de benefits or coverage for services and sup-
plies provided by a person licensed under this chapter.
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