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SUMVARY: Hospice and Palliative Care in Colorado. The bill elimnates the ability
of advanced practice nurses to declare a patient termnally ill for purposes of
triggering end-of-life decisions and | eaves such ability to the sole discretion of
a physici an.
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Bill Summary

(Note: This summary applies to this bill as introduced and does not reflect any
anmendnents that nmay be subsequently adopted. If this bill passes third reading in
the house of introduction, a bill summary that applies to the reengrossed version
of this bill will be available at http:// ww. | eg.state.co.us/billsummaries.)

Hospi ce and Palliative Care in Colorado. The bill elimnates the ability of ad-
vanced practice nurses to declare a patient termnally ill for purposes of trig-
gering end-of-1ife decisions and | eaves such ability to the sole discretion of a
physi ci an.

Be it enacted by the General Assenbly of the State of Col orado:
SECTION 1. 15-18-104 (2) and (3), Colorado Revised Statutes, are anmended to read:

15-18-104. Declaration as to nmedical treatnment. (2) In the case of a declaration
of a qualified patient known to the attendi ng physician er—advanced practice nurse
to be pregnant, a nedical evaluation shall be nade as to whether the fetus is vi-
able and could with a reasonabl e degree of nedical certainty develop to live birth
with continued application of |ife-sustaining procedures. If such is the case, the
decl aration shall be given no force or effect.

(3) A declaration executed before two witnesses by any conpetent adult shall be
legally effective for the purposes of this article and may, but need not, be in
the followi ng form

DECLARATI ON AS TO MEDI CAL OR SURG CAL TREATMENT

I, (nane of declarant), being of sound m nd and at | east eighteen years of age,
direct that ny life shall not be artificially prolonged under the circunstances
set forth bel ow and hereby declare that:

1. If at any tine ny attending physician er—advanrced—practice—nurse and one ot her
qual i fi ed physici an er—advanrced—practice—nurse certify in witing that:

a. | have an injury, disease, or illness which is not curable or reversible and
which, in their judgnment, is a termnal condition, and

b. For a period of seven consecutive days or nore, | have been unconscious, co-
mat ose, or otherw se i nconpetent so as to be unable to nmake or comrunicate re-
sponsi bl e deci si ons concerning ny person, then

| direct that, in accordance with Col orado |law, |ife-sustaining procedures shall
be withdrawn and wi thheld pursuant to the terns of this declaration, it being un-
derstood that |ife-sustaining procedures shall not include any nedical procedure
or intervention for nourishment considered necessary by the attendi ng physician or
advanced practice nurse to provide confort or alleviate pain. However, | may spe-
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cifically direct, in accordance with Colorado law, that artificial nourishnent be
wi t hdrawn or withheld pursuant to the ternms of this declaration.

2. In the event that the only procedure I am being provided is artificial nourish-
ment, | direct that one of the foll owi ng actions be taken:

(initials of declarant) a. Artificial nourishnment shall not be continued when it
is the only procedure being provided; or

(initials of declarant) b. Artificial nourishnent shall be continued for
days when it is the only procedure being provided; or

(initials of declarant) c. Artificial nourishnment shall be continued when it is
the only procedure being provided.

3. | execute this declaration, as ny free and voluntary act, this day of
, 20

By

Decl ar ant

The foregoing instrument was signed and decl ared by to be his

OR HER decl aration, in the presence of us, who, in his OR HER presence, in the
presence of each other, and at his OR HER request, have signed our nanes bel ow as
wi t nesses, and we declare that, at the tinme of the execution of this instrument,
t he declarant, according to our best know edge and belief, was of sound m nd and
under no constraint or undue influence.

Dat ed at , Colorado, this day of , 20

Name and Address
Nanme and Address

STATE OF COLORADO )

) Sss.

County of )

SUBSCRI BED and sworn to before me by , the declarant, and and
., witnesses, as the voluntary act and deed of the declarant this
. day of , 20 . My conmi ssion expires:

Not ary Public

SECTI ON 2. Act subject to petition - effective date. This act shall take effect at
12:01 a.m on the day followi ng the expiration of the ninety-day period after fi-
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nal adj ournnent of the general assenbly (August 11, 2010, if adjournment sine die
is on May 12, 2010); except that, if a referendum petition is filed pursuant to
section 1 (3) of article V of the state constitution against this act or an item
section, or part of this act within such period, then the act, item section, or
part shall not take effect unless approved by the people at the general election
to be held in Novenmber 2010 and shall take effect on the date of the official de-
claration of the vote thereon by the governor.
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