Dear volunteers,

Heartbreaking news continues to come from Haiti. Many of you have e-mailed me about traveling to Haiti to assist with health care there or working with our program.  I apologize to those I haven’t answered, and have hopefully added you to the list of people who will get our e-mails regularly.

We have been asked to assist other organizations who need midwives and skilled labor and delivery nurses.  Commercial flights to Haiti are not yet available. Once commercial flights resume we will have volunteer opportunities in 4 or 5 areas of HAITI.  (American Airlines will not fly anyone until Jan 29).  So here are your choices of volunteer dates and volunteer opportunities.  
FIRST-  In Hinche, where our midwifery students are working, the hospital is overflowing with refugees from Port Au Prince.  Midwives for Haiti has scheduled volunteers for the entire months of February and March.  We need volunteers in April.  We also need volunteers for the last two weeks in May.  We also need volunteers throughout June and in the months following June. . Volunteers in June will be asked to teach students, help out at the hospital and work with mobile prenatal clinics (if fuel is available)  We do not have current information on the cost of flights to Haiti during these months however you should expect to bring about $500.00 for the trip.   Getting there is a little more complicated but accommodations (Rooms are available at the orphanage) are very nice and we have a translator/driver team that will do everything you need them to do.  We need  CNM's, CM's, and CPM's and experienced L&D nurses.  We also have a need for neonatal experts.
SECOND- starting at the beginning of March, ,Yayasan Bumi Sehat . needs skilled midwives, nurses, doctors and nurse practitioners to work in a birth center/women's health center that they are establishing in Jacmel.  This is a temporary structure, well- supplied, with the possibility of becoming a permanent entity.  Yayasan Bumi Sehat  is expert in going to catastrophic areas and taking care of women during crisis events.  Their team is setting up in February but will need relief by the beginning of March.  They will schedule your trip.  Please e-mail Heather Maurer at embracethegoddess@yahoo.com or Kelly Dunn at 33dragonfly@gmail.com. These women can move mountains. Let them know your skills and if you speak French or Creole. You would probably fly to the Dominican Republic and go on a ship to Jacmel as the road is bad and flights in are dedicated to flying supplies.

THIRD-  Remember Cite Soleil- the biggest slum in the western hemisphere? Haiti Outreach Ministries has land there and their clinic just fell down.  So now they think building a birth center is a real possibility if we will help staff it.  The first medical team will go March 27-April 3 and they would like two midwives that week to accompany them.  You would be seeing women in a clinic with an eye to establishing a prenatal clinic/birth center that would eventually be staffed 24/7 by several of Midwives for Haiti graduates!!! You may be staying on a cot in a tent but you will be in a safe compound and with a medical team.  E-mail me if you want to go ANYTIME from March 27 on.  Get another midwife to go with you and set a date.  This is just outside of Port-au-Prince so you can be there the same day you arrive in the country.

FOURTH- We have two midwives who have previously volunteered for us working with Circle of Health International this week on the border of the Dominican Republic and Haiti doing emergency medical care.  Circle of Health International concentrates on women's health and are happy to have CNM's and women's health NP's.  They have moved the earth to get to Haiti this week and their team was up all night doing care as soon as they arrived. Email leilani@cohintl.org to volunteer. This organization is experienced in moving into areas where catastrophic events have occurred.

FIFTH-  If you cannot go this year, make a contribution to Midwives for Haiti or one of these other organizations the cost of an airline ticket. This will help us help place midwives all over Haiti.  See websites of all for how to donate.

Or do a fund-raiser.  We can send you brochures, pictures, slideshows, videos. Get your Labor and Delivery area to save sutures, cord clamps, bulb syringes, blue surgical towels, fetoscopes or donate to buy a doppler.  NO paper drapes, please.

Please: Share this information with midwife/health care provider you know.

While I wrote this 30 more women died in the world from childbirth related complications.  WE are called to change this.  WE have the tools to DO it.

Nadene Brunk

Midwives for Haiti

8008 Gardenwood Terrace

Richmond, VA 23227

804-389-0447

--------------------

