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Federal Issues

1. ACNM Submits Comments on VA Proposed Regulation Granting APRNs Full
Practice Authority

2. NQF Releases Draft Report on Quality Measures Related to Perinatal and
Reproductive Care

3. KFF Releases Analysis of Marketplace Insurance Rates for 2017
4. AHRQ Report on Hospital Costs Shows Maternity Care as Cost Leader
5. NQF Releases Another in its Series of Basic Policy Videos
6. USPSTF Releases Recommendation Statement on Screening for Syphilis

State Issues

1. New Laws: CO, DE, LA, NH
 

Federal Issues  

If you have questions about federal issues, please contact Jesse Bushman, ACNM's Director of
Federal Government Affairs, at jbushman@acnm.org or 240 485-1843.

1.  ACNM Submits Comments on VA Proposed Regula on Gran ng APRNs Full Prac ce
Authority

ACNM has submi ed comments in response to a proposed regula on from the Veterans
Administra on (VA) that would provide APRNS, including CNMs, with full prac ce authority when
working within VA facili es.  ACNM's le er strongly supports the proposal and calls on the VA to
include CMs among the professionals the VA might employ in its facilities.  

This proposal has a racted tens of thousands of public comments in both support and opposi on. 
ACNM members should make their voices heard by visi ng ACNM's Ac on Center and using the
alert posted there to send in comments in support. 

2.  NQF Releases Dra  Report on Quality Measures Related to Perinatal and
Reproductive Care 

The Na onal Quality Forum (NQF) has released a dra  report on quality measures for perinatal
and reproduc ve health, including measures for reproduc ve health; pregnancy, labor and
delivery; high-risk pregnancy; newborn, premature, or low birthweight newborns; and postpartum
pa ents. The purpose of the report is to review exis ng and newly submi ed measures for
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con nued or new endorsement by the NQF.  The NQF commi ee, which included two ACNM
members, evaluated 9 newly submi ed measures and 15 measures undergoing maintenance
review against NQF's standard evalua on criteria. Eighteen measures were recommended for
endorsement, the Commi ee did not reach consensus on 1 measure, and 5 measures were not
recommended.  The NQF will take comment on the report through July 6 and ACNM is considering
development of comments in response. 

3. KFF Releases Analysis of Marketplace Insurance Rates for 2017 
   
The Kaiser Family Founda on (KFF) has released an analysis of insurance rates in specific
metropolitan areas filed by plans in 13 different states.  These rates are for plans offered through
the health insurance marketplace.  Their report indicates that there is reason to believe that
premiums will increase in 2017 at a higher rate than in past years.  The report found that changes
to premiums for the two lowest-cost silver plans ranged from a decrease of 14% to an increase of
26%, but on average are increasing by 10%.  Enrollees can be somewhat protected if they qualify
for a government subsidy and all have the opportunity to select a lower cost plan during the
annual open enrollment period.   
  

4.  AHRQ Report on Hospital Costs Shows Maternity Care as Cost Leader 

The Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ) has released an updated report on
inpa ent hospital costs, showing the most expensive condi on by payer type for services
rendered during 2013.  Among all payers, birth was the third most costly condi on.  Among the top
20 most costly condi ons for Medicaid payers, five had to do with maternity or newborn care, with
birth being the single most costly condi on.  Birth was the second most costly condi on billed to
private payers.   

5. NQF Releases Another in its Series of Basic Policy Videos

The Na onal Quality Forum (NQF) has been releasing a series of short videos covering a range of
public policy topics as they relate to quality.  They've recently added another, this one on the
Na onal Quality Strategy.  These videos are a great introduc on to health policy as it relates to
quality, are done at a beginning level and can be viewed in just a few minutes.   

6. USPSTF Releases Recommendation Statement on Screening for Syphilis

The U.S. Preven ve Services Task Force (USPSTF) has released a final recommenda on statement
on screening for syphilis infec on in non-pregnant adults and adolescents.  The Task Force
strongly recommends screening individuals at increased risk for syphilis infec on.  A fact sheet
that explains the final recommendation in plain language is also available.  

State Issues

If you have questions about state issues, please contact Cara Kinzelman, ACNM's Director of State
Government Affairs at ckinzelman@acnm.org or 240-485-1841.   

1.  New Laws: CO, DE, LA, NH

Colorado H.1142 provides, for the tax years 2017, 2018, and 2019, a state income tax credit
for licensed Colorado health care professionals who provide uncompensated personalized
instruc on, training, and supervision to one or more graduate students seeking a medical
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degree at a Colorado ins tu on for  higher educa on.  Graduate students are defined to
include both medical and advanced nursing prac ce students. CNMs would qualify as
approved preceptors. The instruction, training, and supervision must last at least four weeks
during the income tax year in which the credit is claimed.  The credit is limited to 200
qualifying tax payers each year at $1,000 per taxpayer. A qualifying health care professional
must be prac cing in a designated rural or fron er county and must provide training in
primary care services. The bill was signed into law on June 6.

Colorado H.1360 implements the recommenda ons of the Department of
RegulatoryAgencies (DORA) in its sunset review of the regula on of direct entry-midwives
(CPMs). The bill con nues the regula on of CPMs for another seven years, through 2023,
and makes several changes to scope of prac ce, including allowing CPMs to suture first and
second-degree perineal tears if the CPM can supply evidence of specific training. The bill
also requires DORA to convene a stakeholder group to review data that is reported by
direct-entry midwives, in addi on to requiring DORA to establish a working group to
inves gate ways of managing risks in the prac ce of midwifery, including the need for, and
access to, professional liability insurance.  The bill was signed by the Governor on June 10

Delaware H.315 con nues the work begun by the Delaware Affiliate in 2015 to modernize
the prac ce act which governs CMs and CPMs in the state. The bill authorizes the Midwifery
Advisory Council to grant "limited prescrip ve authority" to both CMs and CPMs, among
other things. It was signed into law on June 9.

Louisiana H.606 provides that no ins tu on, board, commission, department, agency,
official or employee of the state or of any local poli cal subdivision thereof, shall contract
with, award any grant to, or otherwise bestow any funding upon an en ty or organiza on
that performs abor ons, or that contracts with an en ty or organiza on that performs
abor ons, in Louisiana. The bill provides for excep ons when the life of the mother is
threatened, when the pregnancy is the result of rape or incest, or when the pregnancy is
deemed to be medically futile. The bill was signed by the Governor on June 2.

New Hampshire H.1423 requires several regulatory boards, including the Board of Nursing,
to submit to the Joint Legisla ve Commi ee on Administra ve Rules final proposed rules
for prescribing schedule II, III, and IV opioids for the management or treatment of pain by
September 1, 2016. The bill was signed into law on June 13.

Not an ACNM member?  You can access all of the member benefits, including receipt of every
ACNM Policy Update, by joining today.  
 
Want to take action or get involved?  Contact ACNM's Government Affairs Committee.
 
Don't have the time or energy to get involved, but still want to contribute?  Support the Midwives-
PAC.
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