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ACNM 2015 Bylaws Revision 
Bylaws Committee Response to Member Comments on Proposed Substantive Changes: 

Incorporating Feedback into Final Draft 

Thank you for your attention and thoughtful discussion regarding the proposed substantive changes to the 
ACNM Bylaws. The feedback was very helpful in this stage of the document. Overall, we received positive 
feedback on the revisions in the member comment period. Here is how we incorporated your feedback on 
our more controversial changes: 

Substantive Change 2 (Membership Dues) 

Commenters pointed out that this section was unclear regarding how affiliate dues are determined.  

As a result, we have added language to this change to specify that affiliates set their own dues, and that 
only national dues are determined by the ACNM national organization.  

Substantive Change 4 (Nominating Committee Liaison) 

Many commenters opposed the Bylaws Committee proposal to add a formal Board liaison to the 
Nominating Committee. Some commenters pointed out that the Committee may consult the Board of 
Directors at any time in the process, and therefore a formal liaison is not necessary. 

Based on your feedback, the Bylaws Committee has withdrawn this proposed change. The Nominating 
Committee will continue to operate without a Board liaison.  

Substantive Change 5 (Presidential Term) 

Many commenters expressed concern about the Bylaws Committee proposal to change the final year of 
ACNM presidency to an Immediate Past-President (IPP) role. The Committee appreciates and understands 
these comments. At the same time, we recognize that a four-year Presidential term is a very demanding 
position within the College. Initially, our rationale behind the proposed IPP role would alleviate some of 
the demands of a four-year Presidency. 

For some background, the Presidential commitment was extended from three to four- years in the last 
bylaw revision in 2008 when the President-Elect role was added to the traditional 3-year presidential 
term. We consulted with those Presidents who have served under this four-year commitment--Holly 
Powell Kennedy, CNM, PhD, FACNM, FAAN, and current president Ginger Breedlove, CNM, PhD, APRN, 
FACNM. Both agreed that presidential service is demanding and a four-year term is too long.  

As a result, we have decided to pursue a different strategy. Instead of adding an Immediate Past-
President, our final bylaws proposal would limit the Presidential commitment to 3 years (1 year as 
President-Elect, 2 years as President). This approach addresses the original rationale for this change-- to 
lessen the burden on the President—while addressing commenters concerns about creation of an 
Immediate Past President role. 
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Substantive Change 9 (Amendment to Change Name) 

The feedback on proposed revisions within this section of the bylaws was mixed. We realized that our 
intent and proposed revisions were not completely clear.  We greatly appreciate this feedback.  

The first part of this proposed revision is simply an update to the current language to provide more clarity 
on the process. For example, we felt that the current language from the 2008 version of the bylaws did 
not clearly outline, in order, the steps needed to make such an amendment.  Additionally, a key provision 
of New Mexico nonprofit corporation law was omitted in this section with the result that the legal process 
required of ACNM was not accurately described in the bylaws, which was a significant concern to all of us. 
The Bylaws Committee reworked this section to provide a more straightforward and transparent outline 
of how a name change proposal is presented to the College.  

The second, more substantive part of the revised language serves to place a five-year limit on how often 
such an amendment may be brought to the membership for a vote. Many commenters pointed out that 
this type of provision is not typical for organization bylaws, and expressed concern about the precedent 
that this provision would set in our organization. We wish to clarify that the Committee’s intent in limiting 
the frequency of name change amendments to every five years was to respond to the feedback we have 
received from many ACNM members over the years who feel strongly that the frequency of such 
amendments should be limited, while also respecting the interests of those who support changing the 
name of the College. The Committee believes that the five-year frequency limitation strikes the right 
balance, but we would like to hear directly from members. For this reason, we are asking members to 
vote separately on the five-year limitation, apart from all other proposed revisions to the bylaws. In this 
way, we will all gain clarity on the will of the members on this matter. 

 
 
Thank you again for taking the time and effort to participate in this important process.  The Bylaws 
Committee greatly appreciates the feedback we have received along the way.  We are pleased with the 
finished product and believe that these bylaws will serve us well for the years to come—until our next 
routine maintenance check scheduled for approximately 2020.  
 
Thank you for your membership in ACNM. Don’t forget to vote in 2015! 


