[Name], CNM/CM
[your address]
[your e-mail address]
[your phone number]
August X, 2013
Representative Capuano
1414 Longworth HOB

District of Columbia 20515-2108
Phone: 202-225-5111

Fax: 202-225-9322

110 1st street

Cambridge, MA 02141
Phone: 617-621-6208

Fax 617-621-8628


Re: Meeting Request to Discuss HR 896 and HR 2286
Dear Representative Capuano,

On behalf of the certified nurse-midwives (CNMs) and student nurse-midwives (SNMs) who live, practice, and/or teach in the 8th district, we are writing to invite you to visit a midwifery practice in the 8th District during the Congressional recess this August or to set up a meeting in your local office.  We would appreciate the opportunity to introduce you and your staff first-hand to the subtleties that make midwifery care so remarkable and patients so satisfied. We would also like to discuss the proposed legislation, HR 896 and HR 2286 which will put us on the right track to better access to women’s health care services and better health outcomes nationwide.  Specifically, we would like to talk about ways that we can improve maternity outcomes by encouraging best practices while also saving health care dollars. 
Despite higher childbirth costs in the United States when compared to other industrialized countries, we rank far behind on perinatal outcomes, with striking disparities in communities of color. Procedure-rich hospital stays during a woman’s pregnancy and delivery in the United States render hospital maternity care as Medicaid’s most costly expense. 

Midwifery care results in fewer cesarean births than physician care for equally low-risk women.2 The average costs for vaginal birth are approximately 50% lower than those for cesarean birth.3 Every 1,000 women who avoid unnecessary cesarean births amounts to over $7 million in health care cost savings.4 Additional cost-savings are also incurred during pregnancy of midwifery patients because 9% fewer women in collaborative care than in physician only care make costly visits to the Emergency Room.5
National and statewide shortages of Obstetrician-Gynecologists make it even more important that women in Massachusetts have access to midwifery care and that we continue to grow the midwifery workforce.  Midwives provide gynecologic care including pap smears, primary care services and annual exams to women of all ages. There are over 342 nurse-midwifery practice sites in Massachusetts, many of which are in the 8th district including Massachusetts General Hospital, Brigham and Women’s Hospital, Boston Medical Center, Saint Elizabeth’s Hospital and Mount Auburn Hospital. 
We also would like to discuss with you the “Quality Care for Moms and Babies Act of 2013” (HR 896/S 425), introduced by Senators Debbie Stabenow and Charles Grassley and Representative Eliot Engel.  This bill will foster the development of quality measures related to maternity care in the Medicaid and CHIP programs.  It will also support the development of quality collaboratives focused on maternity care, groups of stakeholders who come together to define and promote best practices so that the most high quality care can be delivered.

We also look forward to discussing with you and your staff the “Maximizing Optimal Maternity Services for the 21st Century Act of 2013 (MOMS for the 21st Century),” (HR 2286) introduced by Rep. Lucille Roybal-Allard.  MOMS for the 21st Century will enable Congress to support best maternity practices and the education of a more diverse maternity care workforce. Bill provisions include the promotion of optimal maternity care, more loan repayment and funding for minority recruitment and retention. Should you have any questions, please feel free to contact our ACNM Federal Representative, Patrick Cooney, at 202-347-0034.
Here are some links to documents you may find helpful about midwifery care as well as documents regarding the quality and cost-effectiveness of midwifery care and finally the Joint Practice Statement between the American College of Obstetrician-Gynecologists (ACOG) and the American College of Nurse-Midwives (ACNM).
· Information sheet on Essential Facts about Midwives (http://www.midwife.org/Essential-Facts-about-Midwives)
· Information sheet about Midwives as Primary Care Providers (http://midwife.org/siteFiles/legislative/Primary_care_policy_brief_07_09.pdf)
· Evidence-Based Maternity Care: What It Is and What It Can Achieve. Click here for The Milbank Report. (http://www.childbirthconnection.org/pdfs/evidence-based-maternity-care.pdf)
· A Summary of Research on Midwifery Practice in the United States.  (http://www.midwife.org/ACNM/files/ccLibraryFiles/Filename/000000002128/Midwifery%20Evidence-based%20Practice%20Issue%20Brief%20FINALMAY%202012.pdf)
· Joint Statement of Practice Relations Between Obstetrician-Gynecologists and Certified Nurse-Midwives/Certified Midwives   (http://www.midwife.org/ACNM/files/ccLibraryFiles/Filename/000000000751/CollegeACNMPolicy%20StatementFeb2011_2.pdf) 

As constituents, faculty, students, and health care providers in the 8th District, we thank you for your continued support of women’s health issues and look forward to hearing from you about arranging a visit to a Boston midwifery practice or in your local Cambridge office.
Sincerely,

Kathryn Kravetz Carr, CNM, MSN, MA ACNM President

Milree Keeling, CNM, MA ACNM Legislative Chair 
Laurie Friedman, CNM, MSN, PhD(c) – MA ACNM Legislative Committee
Kathy Jones-McWIlliams, CNM, MSN - Director St. Elizabeth’s Medical Center Midwifery

Julie Mottl-Santiago, CNM, MPH - Director, Boston Medical Center Midwifery

Margaret W. Beal, PhD, CNM – Faculty, MGH Institute of Health Professions
Margi Coggins, CNM, Co-Director, Mount Auburn Hospital Midwifery

Phyllis Gorman, CNM, MSN, Co-Director, Mount Auburn Hospital Midwifery

Marie Henderson, CNM, MSN, Director Massachusetts General Hospital Midwifery
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