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ACNM Peer Review Program
Philosophy

The (your state name) Affiliate of ACNM supports the ACNM Position Statement on Quality Management in Midwifery Care, which states that, “promotion and evaluation of high quality care are priorities for the midwifery profession, and…strongly recommends that practicing midwives participate in all aspects of quality management,” including peer review. Peer review is a standard of excellence in midwifery practice whether it is legally mandated or not. Peer review is a professional responsibility, and participation by all midwives is expected as part of their responsibility to the profession of midwifery and to the clients they serve.

Purpose

Peer review is the review and evaluation of midwifery practice by other midwives for compliance with ACNM standards. Peer review in midwifery adheres to the format of a prospective, educational review in the absence of a suspected deficit in care.   This is an entirely separate and distinct process from the type of review mandated by a disciplinary committee or other such entity in the case of a known or suspected deficiency in care.
Objectives

1. 
Demonstrate the extent to which care is consistent with current evidence and conforms to standards of care established by ACNM.

2. 
Identify strengths and weaknesses related to provision of care and make recommendations for opportunities for improvement.

3. 
Identify those areas where practice patterns indicate a need for additional knowledge and skill.

4. 
Develop a mechanism for ongoing evaluation of care that provides a basis for change in practice. 

5. 
Acknowledge and support quality care and those practitioners providing it.

6. 
Review will encompass both the science and the art of midwifery.
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