
8403 Colesville Road, Suite 1550, Silver Spring, MD 20910-6374  240.485.1800  fax: 240.485.1818  www.midwife.org 

CERTIFIED MIDWIVES: INCREASE ACCESS TO HIGH QUALITY CARE 

WHY RECOGNIZE THE CERTIFIED MIDWIFE? 

• Over 50% of US counties have no maternity care provider, and approximately 78 million people in
the US live in primary care provider shortage areas.  Individuals in these communities either go
without essential health services or travel long distances to see a healthcare provider.1,2

• Contrary to global maternal health trends, the US is facing a maternal health crisis: high and rising
levels of maternal mortality and morbidity, stark racial disparities, high cost of medical care, and a
shortage of OB providers projected to worsen in coming years.3-6

• Midwives are underutilized in our country compared to other countries with better outcomes. 7,8

BE PART OF THE SOLUTION: SCALE UP MIDWIFERY 

• Integrating midwives in healthcare systems increases access to high-quality care, improves
outcomes, and reduces costs.7,8

• Licensure of Certified Midwives grows the women’s health workforce and increases access to high-
quality maternal, gynecologic, and primary care.

CERTIFIED MIDWIVES: HIGHLY EDUCATED 

• Certified Midwives earn graduate degrees from midwifery education programs accredited by the
Accreditation Commission for Midwifery Education (ACME).

• Certified Midwives are board certified by the American Midwifery Certification Board (AMCB).
• Certified Midwives (CMs) and Certified Nurse-Midwives (CNMs) master the same core

competencies, sit for the same board exam, and have identical scopes of practice.9

• CM education programs attract candidates from diverse backgrounds and professions, broadening
the midwifery profession.10

 CERTIFIED MIDWIVES: NATIONALLY RECOGNIZED 

• American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists (ACOG) recognizes CMs and CNMs as 
equivalent providers and as experts in their field of practice.11

• Association of Women’s Health, Obstetric and Neonatal Nurses (AWHONN) recognizes the 
equivalency of CM and CNM scope of practice and supports CM licensure in all states.12

• March of Dimes recognizes the equivalency of CM and CNM scope of practice and supports efforts 
to expand access to midwifery care.13

• National Uniform Claim Committee (NUCC) recognizes CMs and CNMs as identical credentials under 
the umbrella classification “Advanced Practice Midwife.”14

• CMs are currently licensed in NY, NJ, RI, DE, ME, OK, VA, and HI. Numerous other states are 
pursuing recognition of CMs.

file://///ACNMSAN01/DATA/ACNMDocs/Professional%20Practice%20and%20Health%20Policy/Letterhead/www.midwife.org


8403 Colesville Road, Suite 1550, Silver Spring, MD 20910-6374  240.485.1800  fax: 240.485.1818  www.midwife.org 

 References 

1. Centers for Medicare & Medicaod Services. Improving Access to Maternal Health Care in Rural
Communities: Issue Brief. https://www.cms.gov/About-CMS/Agency-Information/OMH/equity-
initiatives/rural-health/09032019-Maternal-Health-Care-in-Rural-Communities.pdf. Published 2019.
Accessed October 1, 2019. 

2. Shortage Areas. Health Resources & Services Administration website.
https://data.hrsa.gov/topics/health-workforce/shortage-areas. Updated September 30, 2019.
Accessed October 1, 2019. 

3. MacDorman MF, Declercq E, Cabral H, Morton C. Recent Increases in the U.S. Maternal Mortality
Rate. Obstet Gynecol. 2016;128(3):447-455. doi:10.1097/AOG.0000000000001556

4. Rayburn WF. The Obstetrician-Gynecologist Workforce in the United States. American College of
Obstetricians and Gynecologists Web site. https://www.acog.org/Resources-And-Publications/The-
Ob-Gyn-Workforce/The-Obstetrician-Gynecologist-Workforce-in-the-United-States. Published 2017.

5. GDP 2015 Maternal Mortality Collaborators. Global, regional, and national levels of maternal
mortality, 1990-2015: A systematic analysis for the global burden of disease study 2015. Lancet.
2016;388:1775-1812.

6. Moaddab A, Dildy GA, Brown HL, et al. Health Care Disparity and Pregnancy-Related Mortality in the
United States, 2005–2014. Obstet Gynecol. 2018;131(4):707-712.
doi:10.1097/AOG.0000000000002534

7. Vedam S, Stoll K, MacDorman M, et al. Mapping integration of midwives across the United States:
Impact on access, equity, and outcomes. PLoS One. 2018;13(2):e0192523.

8. The Lancet. Midwifery. Lancet. https://www.thelancet.com/series/midwifery. Published 2014.
Accessed September 7, 2019.

9. Amercian College of Nurse-Midwives. Definition of Midwifery and Scope of Practice of Certified
Nurse-Midwives and Certified Midwives. American College of Nurse-Midwives Website.
http://www.midwife.org/ACNM/files/ACNMLibraryData/UPLOADFILENAME/000000000266/Definiti
on of Midwifery and Scope of Practice of CNMs and CMs Dec 2011.pdf. Published 2011. Accessed
April 26, 2019.

10. Lichtman R, Farley C, Perlman D, et al. The Certified Midwife Credential and the Case for National
Implementation. J Midwifery Women’s Heal. 2015. doi:10.1111/jmwh.12416

11. American College of Nurse-MIdwives, American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists. Joint
Statement of Practice Relations between Obstetrician-Gynecologists and Certified Nurse-
Midwives/Certified Midwives. American College of Nurse-Midwives Website.
http://midwife.org/ACNM/files/ACNMLibraryData/UPLOADFILENAME/000000000224/ACNM-
College-Policy-Statement-(June-2018).pdf. Published 2018. Accessed February 6, 2019.

12. Association of Women’s Health Obstetric and Neonatal Nurses. Midwifery. J Obstet Gynecol
Neonatal Nurs. 2010;39(6):734-737. doi:10.1111/j.1552-6909.2010.01192.x

13. March of Dimes. Position Statement Midwifery Care and Birth Outcomes in the United States.
https://www.marchofdimes.org/materials/Final%20midwifery%20position%20statement%20August
%2029%202019.pdf. Publishes August 29, 2019. Accessed October 13, 2019.

14. American Medical Association. Advanced Practice Midwife. In: National Uniform Claim Committee,
Code Sets, Provider Taxonomy. http://nucc.org/index.php/code-sets-mainmenu-41/provider-
taxonomy-mainmenu-40/code-lookup-mainmenu-50. Published 2019. Accessed September 7, 2019.

file://///ACNMSAN01/DATA/ACNMDocs/Professional%20Practice%20and%20Health%20Policy/Letterhead/www.midwife.org
https://www.cms.gov/About-CMS/Agency-Information/OMH/equity-initiatives/rural-health/09032019-Maternal-Health-Care-in-Rural-Communities.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/About-CMS/Agency-Information/OMH/equity-initiatives/rural-health/09032019-Maternal-Health-Care-in-Rural-Communities.pdf
https://data.hrsa.gov/topics/health-workforce/shortage-areas

